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Neighborhood Watch – 
Why YOU should be involved … 
 

The best way to discourage criminal activity in your neighborhood 
is to establish a communication network known as Neighborhood 
Watch.  

Get to know your neighbors, share information, report suspicious 
activity, and become a crime prevention advocate.  Be pro-active 

residents, offer to become street or block captains and encourage your neighbors to join 
Neighborhood Watch.   
 

The Crime Prevention Unit of the Sheriffs Department is committed to educating all communi-
ties on numerous public safety topics.   Please contact Jackie Cruz of the Sheriff’s Crime Pre-
vention Unit to schedule FREE crime prevention programs and FREE home security consulta-
tions. 

SHERIFF’S COMMUNICATION CENTER CONTACT INFORMATION 

Emergency     9-1-1(Life in Danger or Crime in Progress)  

Sheriff’s Dispatch   760-510-5200  Press 1- NON-EMERGENCY to 

  (24 hrs a day)     report a “Crime After the Fact” or to report “Suspicious 
      Activity" or  request information etc. 

 

OTHER IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION 

San Marcos Patrol Station  760-510-5200  Business Office – Information 

182 Santar Place-San Marcos    Hours Mon-Fri 8 a.m to 5 p.m.   
                 Closed Holidays 

     760-510-5254  County Crime Prevention 

     jackie.cruz@sdsheriff.org 
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Picnic Accounting           by Jacqueline Arsivaud-Benjamin  
The 4th of July picnic this year had a bit of a different flavor with the Duracell sponsorship, 
and we had great hopes that we would be able to turn over $2,000 in picnic profits to the 
Fire Department.  Duracell separately presented the department with a check for $2,000, 
contributed another $1,000 in gift cards, and $2,300 towards the catering bill from Brett’s 
BBQ.  One big surprise this year when our treasurer, May Meintjes, completed the account-
ing, was that we would have lost $1,800 if Duracell had not contributed to the food costs to 
the tune of $2,300 - we usually more or less break even.  The combination of a lower atten-
dance (only 300 sold tickets, vs. 350 to 400 in other years) and some cost overruns re-
sulted in net cash proceeds of only $493 instead of what we thought would be at least 
$2,000, which we expected to donate to the Fire Department. 
 

Even though auction income was also a record low (less than $5,000), the Town Council 
Board voted to give the Fire Department $1,500 from the total proceeds.  We are disap-
pointed it was not as high as we had hoped, but we have a plan in place to rein in costs 
better next year.   
 

We also voted to make the accounting completely transparent, so here are the details, 
courtesy of May: 

 
** If we had not had the payment from Duracell for Bretts BBQ of $2346.69 we would 
have been in the hole for $1800.00.  

Expenses Budgeted Actual 

DJ  695.00 695.00 

Bretts BBQ  2200.00 147.92 

Decorations 200.00  90.00 

Games  prizes  400.00 403.08 

Trophies and Ribbons 90.00 100.83 

Rentals + Dunk Tank 1310.00  1632.69 

7 Chafing Dishes  0 227.08 

Drinks/Sodas 0 21.98 

Porta Potties  270.00  198.93 

Straw 0 182.02 

Flyers 150 13.04 

Licence  35.00 35.00 

Condiments/Extras 240.00 192.78 

Total Costs 5590.00    3940.35 

Income 6,000.00 4434.09 

Net Profit   493.74 
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Elfin Forest-Harmony Grove Town Council Board Meeting 

Fire Station,  August 30th, 2011  7 pm 

Board Members present:  Jacqueline Arsivaud-Benjamin, Bonnie Baumgartner, Amy Molenaar, Mid Nancy 
Goodrich, Minoo Sohaey, May Meintjes, Gordon Taggart, Sandra Bartsch, Mid Hoppenrath 

Board Members absent:  Melanie Fallon 
 

This meeting was called to order by Chair Jacqueline Arsivaud-Benjamin at approximately 7:05 pm. 
 

Density Threat: Harmony Grove Meadows Update  
The new approved General Plan allows an increase in density at Harmony Grove Meadows; however, 

HG Meadows will need to still acquire a subdivision map and prepare an EIR and push it out for public 
review.  Additionally, HG Meadows will be challenged with needing to improve the bridge on Country 
Club Drive as well as ensure there is more than one Fire Access road to, and out of, the subdivision. 

Harmony Grove Meadows is still a threat to our community, but there are many issues that will hinder or 
slow development 

The EFHGTC Board will keep abreast of development, keep the community involved and informed, and 
plan a course of action at a later date if need be. 

Treasurer's Report 
May Meintjes reviewed the accounting and balance for the Fourth of July Picnic and Parade.  Increased 

expenditures related to equipment rentals, catering and lower ticket sales resulted in a lower-than-
expected profit of approximately $500.  ($4434 income against $3940 Expense). 

The news is disappointing to the Board and will be disappointing to the Fire Department and the commu-
nity as the original plan was to give the Fire Department $2000.  As a gesture of goodwill the Board 
recommends an additional donation to the Fire Department from the EFHGTC Picnic and Parade Si-
lent Auction funds. 

Bonnie Baumgartner motions to disburse the $500 profit and an additional $1000 from the EFHGTC Si-
lent Auction to the Fire Department and recommends full disclosure and transparent accounting of the 
EFHGTC Picnic and Parade financials. Jacqueline Arsivaud-Benjamin seconds the motion and all at-
tending EFHG Board Members approve. 

Jacqueline Arsivaud-Benjamin will write an article in the Chaparral regarding the picnic and accounting 
and will plan a post-mortem meeting with the Picnic Planning Committee to determine an improved 
planning and budgeting process for 2012. 

Signs Policy 
In 1995 the Town Council passed a resolution that no signs should be placed along the streets of Elfin 

Forest. 
There have been a lot of signs posted with the Elfin Forest area: real estate, bee removal, open houses, 

etc.  Board members agree that these signs take away from the aesthetics of the community and can 
pose a danger as it can be difficult to see traffic from many of the private roads. The EFHGTC will 
look into and confirm whether the signage is against County Ordinances and whether it is acceptable 
to request that these signs be taken down. 

Nancy Goodrich will research and determine if County Ordinance supports the 1995 Town Council reso-
lution regarding signage in Elfin Forest. 

CC&Rs 
CC&Rs were established in the early 1960s for most of Elfin Forest, with the exception of Paint Mountain. 
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The CC&Rs will be reviewed to determine if they are still enforceable and, if so, the EFHGTC Board may 
establish an informational meeting to alert the community that these CC&Rs do exist. 

CC&Rs are a neighborhood issue and the EFHGTC Board will not get involved in enforcing any CC&Rs. 
Website Designer Compensation 

In April 2009 the Board budgeted $3000 to redesign the Elfin Forest Harmony Grove Town Council Web-
site.  Website designer, Mimi Sampson at Fotelle Artistic, has completed this project and the Board 
agrees that she did a very good job and provided us with a great website with a lot of content. 

Jacqueline Arsivaud-Benjamin proposes a motion to compensate Mimi Sampson of Fotelle Artistic the full 
budgeted amount of $3000.  May Meintjes seconds the motion and all EFHGTC Board members are 
in agreement. 

The EFHGTC website will need to be maintained to ensure that content is up to date and relevant for the 
community.  May Meintjes proposes a motion to pay Mimi Sampson of Fotelle Artistic $30 per hour for 
maintenance of the EFHGTC website.  Bonnie Baumgartner seconds the motion and all EFHGTC 
Board Members are in agreement. 

Community Meeting Topics for September 4th 
A community meeting will be held on September 4th and a few possible topics were discussed with all 

Board members agreeing that Fire Safety should be the priority.  Jacqueline will check with the Fire 
Department to see if they would be willing to offer the community some tips for fire prevention and 
safety. 

Meeting Adjourned at 9:30 
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Classifieds    
Elissa Benjamin, 17, senior at Canyon Crest Academy, own transportation, available to babysit, petsit and 

tutor up to 10th grade in bio, English, and History - math to Algebra.  Born and raised in Elfin Forest, lots of 
local references, very dependable, Red Cross CPR certified.  Call 760-274-5379 or email beret-
noir@gmail.com. 

 

Get the best farm fresh eggs from Eli on Faraway Lane, (mom is Mary Ellen).  They are only $3.00 a dozen 

and are wonderful!  These eggs stand up in the frying pan and the yolks are a rich orange color.  Eli's Farm 

Fresh Eggs, 7910 Faraway Lane, 760-510-8229, elisteria4@gmail.com.  
 

Pet Sitting/Dog Training: Harmony Grove resident, 4-H dog group member and AKC Junior Handler will pet sit 
for you and help you train your dog in basic commands.  Call Lily Molenaar: 760-741-1111.  

 

BEYOND WORDS DESIGN Interior, Exterior, Whole house design, Window Treatments, Color Consultation, 
etc. Free Consultation, Low Rates to Elfin Forest Residents Karen Tangorra 760/703 3994 

 

Aunty Karen Pet Sitting Loving Animal Caretaking services Karen 760/703 3994  
 

Chad Clerke, Pet Sitter, RSF Middle School, 14 years old, parents will provide transportation, please call 760-
510-0143. 

 

Amanda Clerke, Babysitter and Pet Sitter, Santa Fe Christian Senior, Has own car, please call 760-803-1532. 
 

Mary Ann Holden  Elfin Forest resident, horse and pet lover avail-
able for house sitting 760 591-3111  
 

HOUSE CLEANING - Shannon Yarnall, 33 years old, niece of Linda 
and Karl Watson, and Elfin Forest resident. Many years of house 
cleaning experience. Available Friday afternoons and weekends. 
Call 909-747-5225 or email smyarnall@gmail.com.  

 Please e-mail your ads to Betsy Keithley 
for inclusion in the next issue  -  

  ekeithley@ucsd.edu  
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Elfin Forest/Harmony Grove Town Council Board members: Jacqueline Arsivaud-Benjamin 760-855-
0444, Bonnie Baumgartner 760-510-1175,  Melanie Fallon 760-744-7090, May Meintjes 760-744-7336, Mi-
noo Sohaey 760-510-9114, Nancy Goodrich. 760-591-9489, Amy Molenaar, 760-532-0133; Gordon 
Taggart, 760--744-3957; At Large members: Sandra Bartsch, Mid Hoppenrath 
 

The Chaparral is published quarterly by the Town Council Board (a 501c3 non-profit corporation) and is distributed to residents of 

the Elfin Forest and Harmony Grove communities and elsewhere. To protect you from unwanted junk mail and solicitations, the Chaparral 

electronic mailing list is not shared with anyone. This newsletter is copyrighted. Unauthorized reproduction in any 

form is strictly prohibited.  

 

Articles of up to 500 words should be sent to newsletter editor, Betsy Keithley, at ekeithley@ucsd.edu for inclusion in the next issue. 

Anonymous articles will not be published. Space limitations may cause articles to be held over to the next issue or edited for brevity. Articles con-

sidered unsuitable for publication will not be published.   

 

Please tell your neighbors to send an e-mail to efhgtc@gmail.com to subscribe to tis publication. 


